As reported, the Federation low-
ered their purchase prices to 315
Colombian pesos for regular pergam-
load of 125 kilos and 325 pesos
the same load of washed per-
Independent buyers will

for
gamino.
hardly pay today 260 pesos per load,
but even though they buy little, they

always keep buying, becau
requirements are not so e
the Federation's, whi
cept even sized coffee,
want it clean, they mean really ¢
Nobody knows how much coffee has
been bought by the Federation, but it
must be a very large quantity.
No Statistics Kept

One thing that will serve as a con-
solidation of sorts is the information
that domestic consumption of the so-
called *pasilla” inferior coffee has
increased at least to seven hundred
fifty thousand bags and the most

optimistic reports assert that it
reached eight hundred thousand, a
figure -which cannot be verified be-
cause no statistics are kept of that
consumption. The obvious fact is
that Colombia is drinking more cof-
e. There is no office where it
served, nor a person who does not
onsume at least th
Another report wi
[ comments is the a
by Mr. Mejia that six
the large Central Am
crop, which wa
cause of the near collapse in prie
in the early days of th
been sold. On the other hand much
gloom been created by Luis

o's report on the African plan-
tations, from an extensive -tour of
which he just returned, and which
are in production and the
they grow is quite similar to
the Colombian.
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Exporters, including the few i
pendent ones, continue with their p
titions to the Government to do away
the so-called differential ex-
whereby they are forced to
0, whereas
dollar, which
S quo-

e much more to say
about the market in general, because
Government offices and officials ad-
of secrecy that makes
very difficult to obtain exact figures
in connection with sales, purchases,
cont registrations and other
matters which formerly were given
to journalists and others interested
in the coffee market.

not

Transportation Normal
To complete this report, it may be
added that, despite the forecast of
a torrid summer as mentioned
sportation s

aper-
ng the Mag-
there are no

dulenn Riv
problems espect.

This report will also be supple-
mented with the information that the
treaty or agreement that has been
¢ Federation ai
's Commere

Mission which
in coffee  purchases,
which might have

but for the st

amount
higher,

.nun mm veach that part of G
ma d by the Russians.
is also mtrl without offic
tion that other trea
pean count
end of the 0
revised Mpvtull\- in reference to
This is one way to defend the
Colombian product, for which some
people persist in predicting hard
Iy if the United States

continues its uncompromising atti-
tude of scant demand.
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